16 June 2006

Mr. David Sumner


Chief Executive Officer

American Radio Relay League (ARRL)

225 Main Street

Newington, CT 06111-1494 USA

860.594.0200

Email: K1ZZ@ARRL.ORG
Subject: Louis P. Mallory (WA6DVK) - ARRL “Life Achievement Award”

Dear Mr. Sumner:

It has come to my attention that Louis P. Malory has been nominated for the ARRL “Life Achievement Award” for his lifetime of service to the amateur radio community in general and to the students of Fontana, California in particular. A more deserving individual would be difficult to find.

I first met Lou in the summer of 1959(?) when I was operating portable and heard, “K6PVS, this is WA6DVK, do you copy? Over.” Thus I was introduced to Lou Malory who I am proud to have known all of these years. I was only 15 but Lou accepted me as an adult and a friend. I found out that Lou lived in the same city that I did and was a teacher at Fontana High School (Fohi). After returning from vacation I would ride my bike over and visit him in his shack. I didn’t realize at the time how special it was to be treated as an adult but that is what Lou did.

As I began attending Fontana High School, Lou was always Mr. Malory at school but still Lou at home and on the air. Lou was the first adult to talk to me about setting goals and having a plan for life. He encouraged me to go to college and in part because of him, I graduated from college in 1967. Upon returning to Fontana, Lou was one of the first people I visited and he told me of an opening in the English department (where he was the department chair) at Fontana High School. I didn’t get the job in the English department but I did get a job at Fohi teaching biology. Now, Lou and I were truly peers.

In the mid-70’s Lou began the Communications Technology Lab at Fontana to better prepare students to enter the job market. Almost single-handedly he obtained the necessary funding, designed and built the classroom, established a curriculum, and began recruiting students. One of the unique features of the curriculum was the inter-disciplinary approach he encouraged. Working with the math and English departments special classes were established where students took the math necessary for electronics and the English, necessary to write and understand technical information. Filling out QSL cards became an English lesson.

The establishment of an amateur radio station and the discipline necessary to obtain an amateur license was a natural draw for the students. What was that big antenna on top of the administration building? What was that “noise” coming from that classroom? Who was Dave or Rose talking to in Europe, Africa, or South America? Can I do that?

Soon the program had grown to the point where Lou needed a second teacher to work with the first year students so that he could focus on the second and third years of instruction. Lou approached me to see if I would be interested and once again Lou entered my life in a big way. Together we continued to assist students in gaining their licenses and setting goals. 

Lou was always the driving force, coming up with new and innovative ideas and solutions for the lab. He established a totally solar-powered station that could operate for several days if necessary, off the battery power alone. He was always concerned with emergency preparedness and natural disasters that could befall a school or city and brought in outside experts to talk about being prepared.

Lou continually encouraged students to do their best, to set goals, and then helped them to achieve those goals. He was always unfailingly patient, courteous, and respectful of his students. 

In the course of his career he influenced the direction and lives of thousands of students, not just mine. He was, and continues to be the epitome, of a true educator. I am proud to have been a friend of Lou all of these years and can think of no one more deserving of the ARRL, “Lifetime Achievement Award.”

Sincerely yours,

S. Keith Thompson

Keith Thompson - K6PVS

Yucaipa, California

909.795.9566

