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by David R. Collingham (K3LP) and Steven Cook (WG7K)
Louis P. Malory, Achieves Much As A Professional Educator
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Louis P. Malory
Louis P. Malory, retired Chairman of the English Department, and creator and mentor of the Communications Technology Lab after 32 years of service at Fontana High School is being praised by his former students for a job well done!

On June 13, 1927, Louis P. Malchiodi was born to an Italian family in Chicago, Illinois. He later changed his last name to Malory in 1955 to reduce the difficulty of his students and others in trying to pronounce it.

Malory started his career in July 1951 with a salary of $3,000.00 a year teaching 8th Grade Junior High School students in Bloomington, California and then moved to Fontana Jr. High School in 1952 where he taught core curriculum courses. He taught English and History at Fontana High School beginning in the 1955-56 school year. In 1959, he accepted the English Department Chairmanship and held that position with honor and without blemish until 1974. During that time, he supervised an average of 22 professional educators and 2,500 to 3,000 students per year at the school. In 1974, he resigned the English Department Chairmanship in order to lead the Communications Technology lab through its initial introduction and full deployment until his retirement in 1982.

A distinguished teacher and skilled mentor, Malory has made extraordinary contributions in the development of his high school students and students of all ages that committed the time to participate and make an investment in them selves. Some of his accomplishments include establishing the Communications Technology Lab in 1974 and obtaining necessary VEA - Federal Funds for Unique Programs that paved the way for about 800 different students to attend and approximately 400 to complete the program over the next 8 years. During this time, an estimated 275 students collectively received about 500 Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Amateur Radio and Commercial Radiotelephone Broadcast Licenses. Using his summer vacations in 1974-75, Malory rolled up his sleeves and fabricated the student work stations in the Communications Laboratory, built the broadcast and amateur radio studios, installed equipment and antennas, installed an emergency power solar array system, and much more. The words that come to mind are proactive, un-selfish, caring, and honest with a give it all you’ve got attitude.

For five years, during the period of 1974-1982, Malory taught adult learning courses in the evening at Fontana High School. Normal evening hours were 7:30 PM and 9:30 PM, but you would often find Malory still working and making himself available to his students until after 10:30 PM each night. He gave un-selfishly himself to all that wanted, caring for his students much as a proud father.

Malory was the Vice-President of a past Citrus Belt radio club in San Bernardino, California from 1961-63 and lead arrangements efforts for numerous ARRL Field Day competitions throughout the 1960’s. In the 1962, the club took a 1st Place Finish in the competition.

Malory is currently a member and active in the California Amateur Radio Service Net providing traffic and emergency power support daily, and Emergency Communication Services/RACES San Bernardino County, Central Mountain Section groups.

Malory served his country in the United States Coast Guard from 1944 through June 1946, receiving an Honorable Discharge for his service.

He received his Bachelors of Arts degree in History and Economics from DePaul University in Chicago, Illinois in 1951 and a Masters in Arts Literature and Public School Administration from the University of Redlands in 1960.

For two years, Malory served as President of the San Bernardino County Teachers of English, in the late 1960’s.

He completed the Cleveland Institute of Electronics, 3 year electronics home study program, resulting in passing the FCC First Class Radiotelephone license in 1971.

At the age of 13 years old, Malory built his first tube type FM Receiver using an “Allied Radio” kit. This was so he could hear the first experimental radio broadcasted by Zenith in Chicago, Illinois during the early 1940’s. His mother called him “Tommy Edison” for blowing the house electrical fuse by touching a lamp at the dinner table with his FM radio antenna. She said; “OK – now go down stairs and replace the fuse Tommy Edison”.

He passed his FCC Advance Class Amateur Radio License (WA6DVK) and served a 2 year Fellowship with Bell & Howell for Equipment Evaluation in the early 1970’s.

Since 1966, Louis P. Malory has been married to his wonderful wife and life time companion, Jane Malory. They raised four children, Mark, Mike (twin), Cathy (twin) and Paul, and have three grandchildren, a new great grandchild on the way this year and boxer dog named “FOXY”.

From the handsome home he skillfully built above Lake Arrowhead, California, Malory is still very active in amateur radio, where is recently fabricated his own K2 transceiver and antenna tuner from kit form. 



